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fonorable Michael h. ¥anner

Judge of the Municipal court
Alhambra Municipal court Digtrict
Loz Angeles County

150 West Commorwanlth Avoenue
adhanbra, Ch 91801

near Judge Eannar?

The Comsissicon on Judicial verformance has determinad that
yau zhould ba publicly Teproved for the fallewing cendoct:

npor a pericd of aporoximately Twe years, apd anding in
19494, Judge Kanner maintained a policy of iseuing no-bail bench
warrants Fer all defendants who falled ta appear on
nisdemeancrs, despite the fact that tha califorpia Constizutlan
and Pepazl Coade saction 1270 et s524. provide that ipgividuaals
have & right to bail hefore gonviction with limited g
axceptiens. No-ball warrants wWers issued by Judge Kanbew for
approxinately one hundreod to tws hundred individuals. ane af
these individuals, Robert £ Lewis, was a4 wan who had failed to
appear ilp court on an infraction case in which he was chargaed
with Failing teo have his dog licensed and vacocinated. (Ca=e
No. 932M0321) The Dan Was arrected on the warrant and spent
four days in jail in Mareh, 1o9d.

Judge Kanner has stated that he instituted the no-wail
pelicy because the cheriffrs Department rottinely cited and
released defgndants arrested on warrabts of lass than %2, 300 or
for whom Bail of iess than 512,500 was sck. In an article
which apgeazed in the Los angeles Pimes on March &, 1394, Judge
Tanner wis guobed as follows:

But this is just the tip of the iceberg. This situation
nas created an uneasy pactli Judges understand that tha
cherifffs Department has a definite problem, hut a judge
represents tha pecplse Wi eloot him er her. pEnd the peaple
who keep e in ocffice expeckt that pecile whe violate the
Tz will he punished. arnd I canft punish anyhody wWha ian't
prought beforg me.
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In hiz statement ko the press, Judge Kanner apprared te
suggest that his pelicy of issuing no-bail warrants on
misdemsAnor matters was justified by the need to hring people
hofore the courk so that they could be punished, despits the
fact that the policy constituted a denial of the fyndamental
right to bail and a failure to exercise judicial discoetion in
nandling the cases bsfore him.

hfter being asked about his pelicy by the commission hy
letter dated May 27, 1594, Judge Kanner stabed that he now
realized that the no-bail poliey was wrong, and resegnized thnat
it had resulted in failure to exerciss judicial diserstion din
individnal cases. Judge Kanner also stated that the policy was
not intended to apply to flicense typed offenses, wnether
misdemoaners or infracticns.

The commizsion found that Judges Eanner = no-bail policy Was
in disregard of the ©aliforwnia Constitution and Penal Cede
Seetion 1270 et sec., and that the Judye falled to exsercise
judicial discretlon regarding bail in the cases in which these
warrants were issued during the appxoximately two years his
policy was in effest. The commission found that Fudge Kanbfer's
policy resuited in the denial of a fundamental right Lo &
considerahle nuober of individpals. With respest to The Lewis
cage, the commission noted that, at a minimum, Judge Kanner had
necessarily failed to review the nature of tChe charges hefore
issuing the no-bail warrant, since the judge would othervwiss
nave discovered that the warrant was for a fallure te appear on
a license infractiocn, ta which his fnc bail* policy was nat to
be applicd.

The commission fewnd that Judge Kanner’s conduct was
contrary to Capons 2A of the Code of Tudicial Condust, which
provides that a judge fsbowld respect and comply with the law
and sheuld act at all times in a manner that promotes public
confidenca in- tho integrity and impartialiey of the judiciary.”’
and contrary te Canon 3B(2), wnich provides that a Jusdge
rshanld bhe Faithful to the law and maintain prefesgional
compatence in ir,’ and that a judge ‘should not e swayad by
partisan interest, publis clamar or fear of oriticigm, "

This pubilic reproval is heoing issued with your consent.
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